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revealing himself in another character, he had taken
advantage of her in a very mean way, and despite his
protestations it seemed vain to suppose that, out of con-
sideration for her at any rate, he would restrain himself
sufficiently to avoid an open scandal. She had no one to
whom she could turn, and now that she was face to face with
the actual difficulties of life she realized far more acutely
than she had even done as a child the irreparable loss which
she had sustained in her mother's death.

Genji, on his side, was exceedingly vexed with himself
for having acted so imprudently. He had not breathed a
word about the matter to any one, and being anxious to
convince himself that his behaviour on that unlucky night
had been altogether exceptional, he visited her frequently
and, apart from a few rather ambiguous remarks (which
however he was careful never to let fall in the presence of
her gentlewomen and attendants) he behaved in a manner
to which exception could not be taken. Each time that
he began to venture on dangerous ground she felt her
heart beat violently and, if he had been any one else, would
have cut him short and sent him about his business. But
as it was she merely pretended not to notice what he was
saying.

She was naturally of a very cheerful and lively disposition,
so that she made friends easily. Prince Sochi and her other
suitors, though they themselves had obtained so little
encouragement from her, continued to hear on all sides
nothing but praises of her good looks and general charm.
They therefore redoubled their efforts ; but to their chagrin
the rains of the fifth month * had already set in without
any sign that their industry was likely to be rewarded.

Among some letters which Tamakatsura was showing
to him Genji found one from Prince Sochi: * If you could

1 It is unlucky to marry in the fifth month.
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